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REGINA PLETTENBERG RECE
RAVALLI COUNTY CLERK & RECORDER vy,
215 S4™ ST STEC
HAMILTON, MT 59840

(406) 375-6551

DATE: August 6, 2008

TO: Ravalli County Commissioners ,’
FROM: Ravalli County Clerk and Recorder/Election Administ

RE: Petition to Repeal the Growth Policy

Attached to the memorandum is a copy of the letter | have sent to Mr. Daniel
Cox, notifying him that my office has verified enough signatures to place this
referendum on the November 4, 2008 General Election ballot. | am also hereby
notifying your office, as required by MCA § 7-5-136(4), so that you can determine
whether to take action under MCA 7-5-133 or 7-5-135.

Please contact me if you have any questions.
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Javalli,

REGINA PLETTENBERG
RAVALLI COUNTY CLERK & RECORDER
215 SOUTH 4™ STREET, SUITE C
HAMILTON, MT 59840
(406) 375-6555

August 6, 2008

Daniel Cox
PO Box 169
Conner, MT 59827

RE: Petition to Repeal the Growth Policy
Mr.Cox:

This is your official notification that the Election Office has verified a total of 3588
signatures for your petition to repeal Resolutions 1307, 1325, and 1540.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerety,

REGINA PLETTENBERG
Ravalli County Clerk and Recorder

Cc:  Ravalli County Commissioners
Ravalli County Attorney Office



GENERAL OPERATION
AND CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

History: En.47A-3-106 by Sec. 9, Ch. 477, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 47A-3-106(1), (2).
Cross-References

*" Right of initiative and referendum, Art. XI, sec. 8, Mont. Const.
.:7-5-132. Procedure to exercise right of initiative or referendum. (1) The electors
" mayinitiate and amend ordinances and require submission of existing ordinances to a vote of the
people by petition. If an approved petition containing sufficient signatures is filed prior to the
. ordinance’s effective date or within 60 days after the passage of the ordinance, whicheverislater,
a petition requesting a referendum on the ordinance delays the ordinance’s effective date until
“the ordinance is ratified by the electors. A petition requesting a referendum on an emergency
ordinance filed within 60 days of the effective date of the ordinance suspends the ordinance until
“ratified by the electors.

- (2) Thegoverning body may refer existing or proposed ordinances to a vote of the people by
resolutlon

/" (8) A petition or resolution for initiative or referendum must:

r=(a) embrace only a single comprehensive subject;

i(b) setout fully the ordinance sought by petitioners or, in the case of an amendment, set out
fully the ordinance sought to be amended and the proposed amendment or, in the case of
referendum, set out the ordinance sought to be repealed;

© (@ bein the form prescribed in Title 13, chapter 27, except as specifically provided in this
part

Ho:(d). contain the signatures of 15% of the registered electors of the local government; and
(¢) contain transition provisions if the measure changes terms of office or forms of

i government
i History: En.47A-3-106 by Sec. 9, Ch. 477, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 47A-3-106(3) thru (5); amd. Sec. 299, Ch.
»571.L 1979; amd., Sec, 2, Ch. 359, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 374, L. 2001.

*< 7-5-133. Processing of petition. (1) The governing body may, within 60 days of receiving
. ﬂthe petition, take the action called for in the petition. If the action is taken, the question need not
be submitted to the electors.
" {(2) If the governing body does not within 60 days take the proposed action, then the

. ‘question must be submitted to the electors at the next regular or primary election.
o History: En.47A-3-106 by Sec. 9, Ch. 477, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 47A-3-106(part); amd. Sec. 24, Ch. 387, L.

1995,
" 7-5-134. Signatures — submission for approval — statement of purpose and
lmphcatlon (1) In order to determine the number of signatures needed on a petition to meet the
percentage requirements of this part, the number of electors shall be the number of individuals
gistered to vote at the preceding general election for the local government.
.1(2)  Before a petition may be circulated for signatures, a sample petition must be submitted
}n the form in which it will be circulated to the county election administrator for approval as to
orm.
“'(8) The county election administrator shall refer a copy of the sample petltlon sheet to the
: attorney for the local government unit. The local government attorney shall review the sample
‘. petition for form and compliance with 7-5-131 and 7-5-132 and prepare a concise ballot
<§ltate>ment not exceeding 100 words. The ballot statement must be an accurate and impartial
. explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in plain, easily understood language. The
statement may not be an argument and may not be written so as to create prejudice for or against
-+ the issue. The statement prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered by court order,
A lnust be used as the petition title and the ballot statement if the issue is placed on the ballot.
: (4) Atthetime the statement of purpose is prepared, the attorney shall prepare a statement
. of the implication of a vote for and a statement of the implication of a vote against the ballot
: lSsue Each statement of implication may be no more than 25 words and must be in 51mple,
" impartial language that clearly explains the meaning of a vote for or a vote against the issue.
’i Each statement of implication prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court order,
18 to be used on the petition and the ballot if the issue is placed on the ballot. The statements of
lmphcatlon must be placed beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a manner
similar to the following example:
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7-5-135 LOCAL GOVERNMENT

FOR weekly commission meetmgs

AGAINST weekly commission meetings.

(5) Ifthe petition is rejected as to form, the election administrator must send written notice
and a statement of the reasons for rejection to the person who submitted the sample petltlon
within 21 days after submission of the sample.

(6) If the petition is approved as to form, the election administrator shall send written
notice to the person who submitted the sample petition within 21 days after submission of the
sample. This notice must include the ballot statement and the statements of implication
prepared by the local government attorney. 4

(7) All petition signatures must be collected and filed within 90 days of the date of the notice
that the petition has been approved as to form.

History: (1)En. 47A-3-107 by Sec. 10, Ch. 477, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 47A-3-107; (2)—(7)En. Secs. 1, 2, Ch
69, L. 1981; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 3569, L. 1991,

7-5-135. Suit to determine validity and constitutionality of petition and proposed
action. (1) The governing body may direct that a suit be brought in district court by the local
government to determine whether the proposed action would be valid and constitutional. The
suit must be initiated within 14 days of the date a petition has been approved as to form under
7-6-134. P

(2) An action brought under this section takes precedence over other cases and matters in
the district court. The court shall as scon as possible render a decision as to whether the proposed
action would be valid and constitutional.

(3) If the defendant prevails, the defendant is entitled to be reimbursed by the local
government for costs and reasonable attorney’s fees incurred.

(4) The 90-day period during which petition signatures must be collected under 7-5-134

begins on the date of the court order resolving the suit.
History: En.47A-3-106 by Sec. 9, Ch. 477, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 47A-3-106(part); amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 567,1...
1985; amd. Sec. 462, Ch. 61, L. 2007.
Compiler’s Comments
2007 Amendment: Chapter 61 made minor changes in style. Amendment effective October 1, 2007.

Cross-References
Attorney fees, Title 25, ch. 10, part 3.

7-5-136. Submission of question to electors. (1) Any ordinance proposed by petltlon
any amended ordinance proposed by petition, or any referendum on an ordinance entitled to be
submitted to the electors must be voted on at the next regular election to be held in the local :
government unless: '

(a) the petition asks that the question be submitted at a special election and is signed by at |
least 25% of the electors of the local government, in which case the governing body shall calla -
special election to be held in conjunction with a regular or primary election; or

(b) the govermng body calls for a special election on the question to be held in conjunction
with a regular or primary election. '

(2) A special election may not be held sooner than 75 days after the adequacy of the petition -
is determined by the election administrator or the governing body orders a special election. | -

(3) If the adequacy of the petition is determined by the election administrator less than 75
days prior to the next regular election, the election must be delayed until the following regular
election unless a special election is called.

(4) Whenever a measure is ready for submission to the electors, the appropriate election |
administrator shall in writing notify the governing body and shall publish notice of the election
and the ordinance that is to be proposed or amended. In the case of a referendum, the ordinance :
sought to be repealed must be published. :

(5) The question must be placed on the ballot, giving the electors a choice between accepting
or rejecting the proposal. ;

(6) If a majority of those voting favor the proposal, it becomes effective when the election

results are officially declared unless otherwise stated in the proposal. :
History: En. 47A-3-106 by Sec. 9, Ch. 477, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 47A-3-106(7); amd. Sec. 300, Ch. 571, L. !
1979; amd. Sec. 16, Ch, 250, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 25, Ch. 387, L. 1995. :
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